November 14, 2018
Dear Senator,

Our organizations are deeply concerned about the appointment of Matthew Whitaker as Acting
Attorney General and in that capacity as the new overseer of the Mueller investigation.

We believe Mr. Whitaker must be removed from any role in the Mueller investigation. We also
believe that Congress must act to protect Special Counsel Mueller from any interference in the
investigation.

Mr. Whitaker has repeatedly demonstrated his bias and hostility to the Mueller investigation.

For example, in August 2017 Whitaker identified himself with the position that the Mueller
investigation is a “lynch mob.” Whitaker retweeted a Philadelphia Inquirer article titled “Note to
Trump’s lawyer: Do not cooperate with Mueller lynch mob.” Whitaker said, in retweeting the
article, “Worth a read.”

Mr. Whitaker also denied there was any evidence that Russia intervened in the 2016 election five
months after the intelligence community issued a report concluding that Russia president
Vladimir Putin had ordered a campaign to influence the 2016 presidential campaign.

As a result of his numerous attacks on the Mueller investigation, Mr. Whitaker has an irreparable
conflict of interest in his role as overseer of the investigation, and is incapable of making
publicly credible decisions in that capacity.

Additionally, challenges to the constitutionality of Mr. Whitaker’s appointment to his position
without Senate confirmation have been raised by liberal and conservative constitutional lawyers
and in a lawsuit brought by the State of Maryland.

It appears that President Trump appointed Mr. Whitaker in order to take control of the Mueller
investigation, which involves both the President and his son. Mr. Whitaker, previously described
as the “eyes and ears” of the White House in the Justice Department, apparently has been placed
in his new position to serve the interests of President Trump, and not the interests of the Justice
Department or the American people.

In January 2018, President Trump, referring to the Attorney General position, said “Where’s my
Roy Cohn?” referring to the New York lawyer and fixer who represented and protected Trump
during his years as a businessman. The President apparently believes he has found his “Roy
Cohn” in Mr. Whitaker.

Mr. Whitaker is unfit for his new job and must recuse himself from overseeing the Mueller
investigation. We call on you to take all necessary steps to help ensure that Mr. Whitaker is
removed from overseeing the Mueller investigation.

Furthermore, the Mueller investigation must be protected from any interference and allowed to
proceed to its full and appropriate conclusion.


http://www2.philly.com/philly/opinion/commentary/note-to-trumps-lawyer-do-not-cooperate-with-mueller-lynch-mob-20170804.html
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2018/09/matthew-whitaker-donald-trump-jeff-sessions-witch-hunt-mueller-russia/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=auF4WKa-URg
https://www.dni.gov/files/documents/ICA_2017_01.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/26/us/politics/matthew-whitaker-justice-department.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/04/us/politics/trump-sessions-russia-mcgahn.html

Senate Majority Leader McConnell must allow the Senate to act on the bipartisan legislation
reported out in April 2018 by the Senate Judiciary Committee to protect the Mueller
investigation. We reject Senator McConnell’s unfounded speculation that the investigation is
safe from interference and that therefore there is no need for this bipartisan legislation.

We call on Senator McConnell not to partner with President Trump in his efforts to undermine
and potentially kill the Mueller investigation.

We call on you to take all necessary steps to help ensure that the Mueller investigation is
protected from any interference.

Senator Lindsay Graham, for example, earlier this year made such a commitment to protect the
investigation when he stated: “I pledge to the American people, as a Republican, to make sure
that Mr. Mueller can continue to do his job without any interference.” We call on Senator
Graham to carry out his pledge to the American people to protect the Mueller investigation.

President Trump has made a direct attack on the rule of law and on the norms of law
enforcement in appointing to oversee the Mueller investigation an individual who has made clear
he is biased against the investigation and who has a conflict of interest in overseeing the
investigation.

This must not be allowed to stand.

We call on you to act to protect the Mueller investigation and to help ensure that Mr. Whitaker is
removed from his role as overseer of the investigation.
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