
 
 

 
The Democracy Legal Strike Force 

>> December 2023 UPDATE << 
 

 
The Democracy Legal Strike Force was launched in 2022 and is managed by Democracy 21 
Education Fund and its President Fred Wertheimer, with pro bono advice from Ambassador 
Norman Eisen (ret.). The project monitors and pursues legal and related opportunities to combat 
and hold accountable the dangerous anti-democracy forces that have been unleashed in our 
country.  

Our Democracy Legal Strike Force project advances  
the foundational American principle that no one is above the law. 

 
Since its inception, the Democracy Legal Strike Force has provided rapid-response legal work 
with the objective of protecting our system of democratically elected representative government 
and challenging anti-democracy efforts.  

The project utilizes the expertise of law firms, lawyers, and partner organizations, including 
some of the nation’s best legal minds, and is set up in a manner that allows us to act swiftly and 
effectively when opportunities arise.  

Our work supports efforts to hold former President Donald Trump accountable for his abuses of 
democratic and constitutional norms and values, in and out of office, and to hold others who 
undermine our democracy and constitutional values accountable.  

The Democracy Legal Strike Force has played a major role in providing analysis, insight, and 
deeply researched legal materials, including amicus briefs, in support of prosecutors in the 
federal Jan. 6 case, the Fulton County Georgia DA’s 2020 election interference case, the federal 
Mar-a-Lago classified documents case, and the Manhattan DA’s Trump hush money case.  

Being able to provide powerful legal briefs, research, and analysis in a short period of time 
illustrates the Democracy Legal Strike Force’s work to stand up to dangerous anti-democratic 
activities in our country. 



2 
 

The Democracy Legal Strike Force has played, and continues to play, a major role in providing 
analysis, insight, and deeply researched legal materials, including preparing and filing amicus 
briefs, in support of prosecutors in: 

• United States of America v. Donald J. Trump – the federal government’s Jan. 6 case; 

• State of Georgia v. Donald J. Trump, et. al. – the Fulton County Georgia DA’s 2020 
election interference case;  

• United States of America v. Donald J. Trump – the federal government’s Mar-a-Lago 
classified documents case; and 

• The People of the State of New York v. Donald J. Trump – the Manhattan DA’s hush money 
case. 

The Strike Force is also working in support of investigations in other states, including Arizona 
and Michigan, and we continue to monitor other areas where our work can be helpful. 

 

The following is a sample of the legal work, including amicus briefs, communications, and other 
activities undertaken by the Democracy Legal Strike Force since its inception in the summer of 
2022.  

(The links will take you to the specific news release, background analysis, legal materials, or 
other communications published on the Democracy 21 website.) 

NOVEMBER 2023  
 

• Analysis: Kenneth Chesebro – A Chief Architect Of The False Elector Scheme 
MORE >> 

• New On Just Security: Dissecting Kenneth Chesebro’s Proffer Statement – What’s 
Hidden, What’s Revealed. MORE >> 

• Just Security Analysis: DOJ Will Use Trump’s Continued Embrace Of Jan. 6 
Rioters To Help Prove Its Case MORE >> 

 
OCTOBER 2023  
 

• Legal Experts Eisen, Weissmann, And Copeland Discuss Kenneth Chesebro Plea 
Deal In Georgia Case And Its Ramifications MORE >> 

https://democracy21.org/news/press-releases/analysis-kenneth-chesebro-a-chief-architect-of-the-false-elector-scheme
https://democracy21.org/news/press-releases/new-on-just-security-dissecting-kenneth-chesebros-proffer-statement-whats-hidden-whats-revealed
https://democracy21.org/news/press-releases/just-security-analysis-doj-will-use-trumps-continued-embrace-of-jan-6-rioters-to-help-prove-its-case
https://democracy21.org/news/press-releases/legal-experts-discuss-chesebro-plea-deal
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• Prominent Former Judges & Justice Dept. Officials In GOP Administrations 
Submit Brief Supporting Georgia’s Request To Bar Consideration Of Chesebro’s 
“Profoundly Mistaken Legal Position” In Election Interference Case MORE >> 

• Georgia Case: Kenneth Chesebro’s False Electors Scheme Was Unlawful, 
According To Legal Analysis MORE >> 

 

SEPTEMBER 2023  
 

• Two New Amicus Briefs In Georgia Case Oppose Mark Meadows’s Request For 
Removal To Federal Court And Oppose His Effort To Use Supremacy Clause To 
Dismiss Case MORE >> 

• Federal Judge Rejects Meadows’s Request To Transfer Case To Federal Court; 
Ruling Aligns With Brief Submitted By Prominent Judges & Attorneys MORE >> 

• NEW On Just Security: Trump’s Legal Calendar MORE >> 

 
AUGUST 2023 
 

• NEW On Just Security: Answering Judge Jones’s Question Regarding Removal Of 
Mark Meadows’s Case MORE >> 

• NEW On Just Security: “Removal Of Criminal Cases To Federal Court: Two Dozen 
FAQs” MORE >> 

• Eisen/Stanton/Wertheimer On MSNBC: Jim Jordan Is Abusing His Power. Fani 
Willis Should Call His Bluff. MORE >> 

• Shaub/Eisen/Kolb in Just Security: The Hatch Act Bars Meadows’s Removal Bid 
MORE >> 

• Prominent Former Judges & Officials In GOP Administrations Submit Brief 
Opposing Meadows, Clark Removal Of Georgia Criminal Case MORE >> 

• Eisen/Copeland In The New York Times: Why the Fani Willis Prosecution of Donald 
Trump Is Indispensable MORE >>  

• 11 Prominent Judges And Attorneys Who Served As High-Level Appointees In 
GOP Administrations Submit Proposed Amicus Brief In Support Of Government’s 
Request For Speedy Trial In Trump 2020 Election Interference Case MORE >> 

• Eisen/Perry/Stanton In Salon: Why Donald Trump’s Right To A Speedy Jan. 6 
Trial Matters MORE >> 

https://democracy21.org/news/press-releases/prominent-former-judges-justice-dept-officials-in-gop-administrations-submit-brief-supporting-georgias-request-to-bar-consideration-of-chesebros-profoundly-mistaken-legal
https://democracy21.org/news/press-releases/georgia-case-kenneth-chesebros-false-electors-scheme-was-unlawful-according-to-legal-analysis-in-just-security
https://democracy21.org/news/press-releases/briefs-in-georgia-case-oppose-meadows-removal-request-oppose-his-effort-to-dismiss-under-supremacy-clause
https://democracy21.org/news/press-releases/federal-judge-rejects-meadowss-request-to-transfer-case-to-federal-court-ruling-aligns-with-brief-submitted-by-prominent-judges-attorneys
https://democracy21.org/news/press-releases/new-on-just-security-trumps-legal-calendar
https://democracy21.org/news/press-releases/new-on-just-security-answering-judge-joness-question-regarding-removal-of-mark-meadowss-case
https://democracy21.org/news/press-releases/new-on-just-security-removal-of-criminal-cases-to-federal-court-two-dozen-faqs
https://democracy21.org/news/press-releases/eisen-stanton-wertheimer-on-msnbc-jim-jordan-is-abusing-his-power-fani-willis-should-call-his-bluff
https://democracy21.org/news/press-releases/shaub-eisen-kolb-in-just-security-the-hatch-act-bars-meadowss-removal-bid
https://democracy21.org/news/press-releases/prominent-former-judges-officials-in-gop-administrations-submit-brief-opposing-meadows-clark-removal-of-georgia-criminal-case
https://democracy21.org/news/press-releases/eisen-copeland-in-the-new-york-times-why-the-fani-willis-prosecution-of-donald-trump-is-indispensable
https://democracy21.org/news/press-releases/11-prominent-judges-and-attorneys-who-served-as-high-level-appointees-in-gop-administrations-submit-proposed-amicus-brief-in-support-of-governments-request-for-speedy-trial-in-trump-2020-elec
https://democracy21.org/news/press-releases/eisen-perry-stanton-in-salon-why-donald-trumps-right-to-a-speedy-jan-6-trial-matters
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• Eisen/Kolb/Wertheimer in Slate: The Fundamental Flaws In Trump’s Expected 
Defense MORE >> 

• Eisen/Kolb/Wertheimer On MSNBC: The Incredibly Savvy Simplicity Of Jack 
Smith’s Latest Trump Indictment MORE >> 

• Key Facts From Trump Indictment In Special Prosecutor Jack Smith’s Probe Into 
2020 Election Interference And The January 6th Insurrection MORE >> 
 

JULY 2023 
 

• LISTEN: Fred Wertheimer On Arizona, The Election Deniers’ Movement, & More 
MORE >> 

• Kolb/Wertheimer Op-Ed On MSNBC: Why Arizona’s 2020 Electors Investigation 
Only Adds To Trump’s Troubles MORE >> 

• Trump On Trial: “Pros Memo” Analyzes Charges DOJ May Bring Against Trump 
For 2020 Election Interference MORE >> 
 

JUNE 2023 
 

• Key Facts In The Trump Classified Documents Case MORE >> 

• Eisen, Painter, Wertheimer On Slate: Aileen Cannon’s Previous Rulings About 
Trump Demand Her Recusal In Docs Case MORE >> 

• Wertheimer On Medium: The Mar-a-Lago Documents Case – Do Trump’s Own 
Words Convict Him? MORE >> 

• Nine Former Prosecutors, Legal Experts Conclude Sufficient Evidence Exists For 
DOJ To Indict Trump In Classified Documents Case; Just Security Model 
Prosecution Memo Update MORE >> 
 

MAY 2023 
 

• Eisen, Kolb, Wertheimer MSNBC Op-Ed: The Mar-a-Lago Classified Docs Case 
Keeps Getting Worse For Trump MORE >> 

• Analysis In Just Security: The Untold Strength Of Tax Crimes In Manhattan DA’s 
Case Against Former President Trump MORE >> 

• Eight Former Federal & GA Prosecutors File Brief Opposing Trump Motion To 
Quash GA Special Purpose Grand Jury Report, Suppress Evidence, & Recuse DA 
& Judge MORE >> 

https://democracy21.org/news/press-releases/eisen-kolb-wertheimer-in-slate-the-fundamental-flaws-in-trumps-expected-defense
https://democracy21.org/news/press-releases/eisen-kolb-wertheimer-on-msnbc-the-incredibly-savvy-simplicity-of-jack-smiths-latest-trump-indictment
https://democracy21.org/news/press-releases/key-facts-from-trump-indictment-in-special-prosecutor-jack-smiths-probe-into-2020-election-interference-and-the-january-6th-insurrection
https://democracy21.org/news/press-releases/listen-fred-wertheimer-on-arizona-the-election-deniers-movement-more
https://democracy21.org/news/press-releases/kolb-wertheimer-op-ed-on-msnbc-why-arizonas-2020-electors-investigation-only-adds-to-trumps-troubles
https://democracy21.org/news/press-releases/trump-on-trial-pros-memo-analyzes-charges-doj-may-bring-against-trump-for-2020-election-interference
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/key-facts-in-the-trump-classified-documents-case
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/eisen-painter-wertheimer-aileen-cannons-previous-rulings-about-trump-demand-her-recusal-in-docs-case
https://democracy21.org/news-press/op-eds/the-mar-a-lago-documents-case-do-trumps-own-words-convict-him
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/nine-former-prosecutors-legal-experts-conclude-sufficient-evidence-exists-for-doj-to-indict-trump-in-classified-documents-case
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/eisen-kolb-wertheimer-op-ed-the-mar-a-lago-classified-docs-case-keeps-getting-worse-for-trump
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/new-in-just-security-the-untold-strength-of-tax-crimes-in-manhattan-das-case-against-former-president-trump
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/former-federal-ga-prosecutors-file-brief-opposing-trump-motion-to-quash-ga-special-purpose-grand-jury-report-suppress-evidence-recuse-da-judge
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• Joscelyn, Eisen, & Wertheimer In Just Security: How Trump’s CNN Town Hall 
Remarks Put Him In Greater Legal Peril For The Jan. 6 Investigations MORE >> 
 

APRIL 2023 
 

• Eisen, Stanton, Watt On MSNBC: A New Clue In The Fani Willis Investigation In 
Georgia MORE >> 

• 21 Former GOP Members Of Congress And Former Prosecutors, Government 
Attorneys, And Legal Experts File Amicus Brief Supporting Manhattan DA Bragg’s 
Motion For Injunctive Relief To Quash Subpoena In Case Brought Against Rep. 
Jim Jordan MORE >> 

• Unpacking The Trump Hush Money Case: Resources, News, & Analysis MORE >> 

• Hush Money And High Stakes — 11 Key Facts On Trump’s Legal Battle In 
Manhattan MORE >> 

• From Just Security: Legal Experts Unpack New York’s “Intent To Defraud” 
Requirement And Explain How It Applies To Trump Hush Money Case MORE >> 

• From Just Security: Survey Of Past Criminal Prosecutions For Covert Payments To 
Benefit A Political Campaign MORE >> 
 

MARCH 2023 
 

• Legal Experts Eisen, Vance, Weissmann React To Trump Indictment During Press 
Call MORE >> 

• New On Just Security: Detailed Chronology Of Alleged Trump-Cohen Hush Money 
Scheme MORE >> 

• Eisen, Stanton, Wertheimer In Salon: How Trump’s Own Lawyer May Have 
Cooked Trump’s Goose In Mar-a-Lago Documents Case MORE >> 

• Eisen, Joscelyn, Wertheimer In The Hill: House Republicans Continue GOP’s 
Affront To Law Enforcement MORE >> 

• Eisen, Wertheimer, Stanton On MSNBC: The House GOP’s Manhattan DA 
Meddling Is Ugly, Partisan, And Potentially Unlawful MORE >> 

• New From Just Security: Profiles Of The January 6th Inmates In The DC Jail 
MORE >> 

• Just Security: The Manhattan DA’s Charges And Trump’s Defenses — A Detailed 
Preview And Analysis MORE >> 

https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/joscelyn-eisen-wertheimer-on-just-security-how-trumps-cnn-town-hall-remarks-put-him-in-greater-legal-peril-for-the-jan-6-investigations
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/eisen-stanton-watt-op-ed-a-new-clue-in-the-fani-willis-investigation-in-georgia
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/former-gop-members-of-congress-and-former-prosecutors-government-attorneys-and-legal-experts-file-amicus-brief-supporting-manhattan-da-braggs-motion-for-injunctive-relief-to-quash-subpoena
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/unpacking-the-trump-hush-money-case-resources-news-analysis
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/update-hush-money-and-high-stakes-11-key-facts-on-trumps-legal-battle-in-manhattan
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/legal-experts-unpack-new-yorks-intent-to-defraud-requirement-and-explain-how-it-applies-to-trump-hush-money-case
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/just-security-survey-of-past-criminal-prosecutions-for-covert-payments-to-benefit-a-political-campaign
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/legal-experts-eisen-vance-weissmann-react-to-trump-indictment-during-press-call
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/new-on-just-security-detailed-chronology-of-alleged-trump-cohen-hush-money-scheme
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/eisen-stanton-wertheimer-in-salon-how-trumps-own-lawyer-may-have-cooked-trumps-goose-in-mar-a-lago-documents-case
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/eisen-joscelyn-wertheimer-in-the-hill-house-republicans-continue-gops-affront-to-law-enforcement
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/eisen-wertheimer-stanton-on-msnbc-the-house-gops-manhattan-da-meddling-is-ugly-partisan-and-potentially-unlawful
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/new-from-just-security-profiles-of-the-january-6th-inmates-in-the-dc-jail
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/just-security-the-manhattan-das-charges-and-trumps-defenses-a-detailed-preview-and-analysis
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• Michel, Joscelyn, & Eisen In Salon: Jim Jordan Has Found No “Weaponization” Of 
Government — And No Actual Whistleblowers MORE >> 

• Tom Joscelyn In POLITICO: “I Helped Write the Jan. 6 Committee Report. Here’s 
What Tucker Carlson Left Out.” MORE >> 

• Eisen, Wertheimer In Slate: Can Georgia Republicans Really Fire A Prosecutor For 
Indicting Trump? MORE >> 
 

FEBRUARY 2023 
 

• Eisen, Wertheimer Op-Ed On CNN: Georgia Grand Juror’s Tacky Media Tour 
Won’t Trash The Case MORE >> 

• Eisen, Watt, & Wertheimer On Just Security: “Speech Or Debate” Immunity Will 
Not Protect Rep. Scott Perry’s Phone MORE >> 

• Eisen, Perry, & Wertheimer On Just Security: Trump’s Hush Money Is News Again. 
Here’s Why We Should Care MORE >> 
 

JANUARY 2023 
• Eisen, Stanton, Wertheimer In Newsweek: Pence Document Case Shows It’s Time 

for New Protocols MORE >> 
 

DECEMBER 2022 
 

• Eisen, Perry, Wertheimer In The New York Times: The Jan. 6 Committee Just Made 
History. Here’s What That Means For Prosecutors. MORE >> 

• Unanimous Ruling By Court Of Appeals Halts Special Master In Mar-a-Lago 
Documents Case, Reaffirming Principle That No One Is Above The Law MORE >> 

• Mar-a-Lago Documents Case: Amicus Briefs And Additional Resources MORE >> 
 

NOVEMBER 2022 
 

• Just Security Op-Ed: “Our Prosecution Memo Points The Way For The Special 
Counsel” MORE >> 

• A Strong Basis Exists For DOJ To Indict Former President Trump For Crimes 
Dealing With Mar-a-Lago Documents Case, According To Just Security Report 
MORE >> 

https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/michel-joscelyn-eisen-in-salon-jim-jordan-has-found-no-weaponization-of-government-and-no-actual-whistleblowers
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/tom-joscelyn-in-politico-i-helped-write-the-jan-6-committee-report-heres-what-tucker-carlson-left-out
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/eisen-wertheimer-in-slate-can-georgia-republicans-really-fire-a-prosecutor-for-indicting-trump
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/eisen-wertheimer-op-ed-on-cnn-georgia-grand-jurors-tacky-media-tour-wont-trash-the-case
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/eisen-watt-wertheimer-on-just-security-speech-or-debate-immunity-will-not-protect-rep-scott-perrys-phone
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/eisen-perry-wertheimer-trumps-hush-money-is-news-again-heres-why-we-should-care
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/pence-document-case-shows-its-time-for-new-protocols
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/eisen-perry-wertheimer-in-the-new-york-times-the-jan-6-committee-just-made-history-heres-what-that-means-for-prosecutors
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/unanimous-ruling-by-court-of-appeals-halts-special-master-in-mar-a-lago-documents-case-reaffirming-principle-that-no-one-is-above-the-law
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/mar-a-lago-documents-case-amicus-briefs-and-additional-resources
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/just-security-op-ed-our-prosecution-memo-points-the-way-for-the-special-counsel
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/a-strong-basis-exists-for-doj-to-indict-former-president-trump-for-crimes-dealing-with-mar-a-lago-documents-case-according-to-just-security-report
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• New Brookings Report: Trump Is At “Substantial Risk Of Criminal Prosecution” In 
Georgia MORE >> 
 

OCTOBER 2022 
 

• Former Republican Officials, Including Top DOJ Officials And Former Federal 
Prosecutors, File Amicus Brief Supporting Government’s Appeal Of Special Master 
Ruling In Mar-a-Lago Documents Case MORE >> 
 

SEPTEMBER 2022 
 

• Eisen And Wertheimer In Just Security: Was DeSantis Shipping Migrants To 
Martha’s Vineyard A Crime? MORE >> 

• Former Republican Officials, Including Top Federal Prosecutors And DOJ 
Officials, Support Government’s Request For A Partial Stay In Mar-a-Lago 
Documents Case; Amicus Brief Filed In DOJ’s Emergency Appeal MORE >> 

• Eisen, Wertheimer In Slate: DOJ Focus On Classified Docs In Appeal Of Special 
Master Ruling Is Shrewd Move That Will Protect National Security MORE >> 

• Eisen, Wertheimer In Slate: Judge Cannon’s Flawed Special Master Ruling And 
The “Weighty Decision” Facing DOJ Regarding An Appeal MORE >> 
 

AUGUST 2022 
 

• Trump’s Request For A Special Master In Mar-a-Lago Case Is “Unprecedented” 
And “Manifestly Frivolous”, Former Republican Officials, Including Federal 
Prosecutors And DOJ Officials, Write In Amicus Brief Filed In Florida Case 
MORE >> 

 
 

The work of our Democracy Legal Strike Force project continues.  
We are extremely grateful for the support of Democracy 21 donors 

who help make this work possible. 

https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/new-brookings-report-trump-is-at-substantial-risk-of-criminal-prosecution-in-georgia
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/former-republican-officials-including-top-doj-officials-and-former-federal-prosecutors-file-amicus-brief-supporting-governments-appeal-of-special-master-ruling-in-mar-a-lago-documents-case
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/eisen-wertheimer-in-just-security-was-desantis-shipping-migrants-to-marthas-vineyard-a-crime
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/former-republican-officials-including-top-federal-prosecutors-and-doj-officials-support-governments-request-for-a-partial-stay-in-mar-a-lago-documents-case-amicus-brief-filed-in-doj
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/eisen-wertheimer-doj-focus-on-classified-docs-in-appeal-of-special-master-ruling-is-shrewd-move-that-will-protect-national-security
https://democracy21.org/news-press/press-releases/eisen-wertheimer-op-ed-judge-cannons-flawed-special-master-ruling-and-the-weighty-decision-facing-doj-regarding-an-appeal
https://democracy21.org/news/press-releases/trump-special-master-request-unprecedented-manifestly-frivolous-former-republican-officials-amicus

	 Kolb/Wertheimer Op-Ed On MSNBC: Why Arizona’s 2020 Electors Investigation Only Adds To Trump’s Troubles MORE >>

